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Abolitionists in Utah recently formed the newest NCADP
Affiliate, Utahns for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, which
is heading the state’s repeal effort. 

UTADP’s Executive Director is Ralph Dellapiana, a capital defense
attorney who understands the law and the need to create the envi-
ronment in which to pass repeal legislation.  

To learn how to generate support for repeal, Dellapiana and other
Utah abolitionists attended NCADP’s last two annual conferences
and the 2009 Abolitionist Leadership Training Institute.

The training helped the fledgling Affiliate proactively prepare for
Utah’s first execution since 1999. Death row prisoner Ronnie Lee
Gardner was executed by firing squad June 18.

“Because it would be by firing squad, we knew it would be a high
profile execution,”  Dellapiana said.  Following discussions with Abe
Bonowitz, NCADP’s Director of Affiliate Support, UTADP’s founding
was announced sooner than anticipated in a news conference at

Salt Lake City’s Matheson Courthouse, where Gardner’s death
warrant was issued. The purpose of the event was to introduce
UTADP, expose the flaws of capital punishment, and highlight its
failure as a criminal justice policy.  

With support from NCADP staff, UTADP created a website and
refined its talking points about capital punishment. Additional
activities concerning Gardner’s pending execution further estab-
lished UTADP as the leading voice against Utah’s death penalty.
The effort generated widespread interest and resulted in a number
of new UTADP members. 

“We’re exhausted but energized by the pace of the past few
weeks,” Dellapiana said.  “NCADP staff will join us in August to
guide us in long-term planning so we can move forward in a
strategic way.  We really appreciate having NCADP’s continued
assistance.” 

Find UTADP online at www.utadp.org.
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